
             Military Collectors’ Club of Canada Winter Issue 2020          1 

 

    

MILITARY COLLECTORS’ 

CLUB OF CANADA 
Edition 283 ~ Winter Journal 2020 

www.mccofc.ca 

Featuring Articles Submitted by 

John Seim 
Harry Boddington  

A History Of The Raiding Support Regiment  
(E. Squadron) 

By Capt. H. Boddington, C.D.  

CSM Francis Pegahmagabow, of Parry Sound,  
Ontario, a hero of the Great War with 378  

confirmed kills and 300 German  
prisoners taken using his Ross Rifle. 



2               Military Collectors’ Club of Canada Winter Issue 2020                        

 

Wayne Cline (#H015) & Jaime Cline (#2438) 



             Military Collectors’ Club of Canada Winter Issue 2020          1 

 

 

THE MILITARY COLLECTORS’ CLUB OF CANADA 
EXECUTIVE FOR 2020-2021 

 
President   Teri Jane Bryant  PO Box  72043, RPO  Glenmore Landing 
     Calgary, AB, T2V 5H9 (403) 289-4229 
     tallteri@shaw.ca 
 

Vice President Kevin Roberts   2412 - 6224 - 17 Ave SE, Calgary, AB,  
     TZA 7X8, (403) 554-1653 
     tenthbattalion@yahoo.com 
      

Past President Doug Styles   15223 79A Ave, Edmonton, AB, T5R 3H3 
     (780) 483-7985  
     dstyles@shaw.ca  
 

Secretary  Martin Urquhart  C/O 3048 Parkdale Blvd NW, Calgary, AB, 
Treasurer     T5N 5B3 (587) 888-7704 or (403) 764-0348  
     mccofc@shaw.ca 
 

Honourary Life  Members  Gale Hawkes #H007, Lou Grimshaw #H010,   
   Herb Johnson #H011, Albert Hing #H012, Dale Murray #H013 
   Ian Edwards #H014, Wayne Cline #H015, John Dutton #H016,  
   Allan Kerr #H017 
   

 

Chapter Chairmen: 
 

Calgary  Kevin Dooley  122 Aspen Place SW, Calgary, AB T3H 0Y7 
     403-685-0048, kdooley@shaw.ca 
 

Edmonton  Rory MacDougal  3 - 16317 64th St. Edmonton, AB T5Y 3M3 
     780-667-7679, dakuda@gmail.com 
  
Manitoba  Dennis Karpins  35 Wilmington Dr., Winnipeg, MB R3X 2C1 
     204-663-3064, drbkarp@shaw.ca 
 

Southern Alberta  Gary Gibson   RR #43, Calgary, AB, T4C 2J8 
     403-932-6192, gibby9@xplornet.com 
 

US Representative Paul Wallace  PO Box 58462, Seattle, WA, USA 98138 
     206-369-3380, pcwallace1@comcast.net  
 
Membership Services: 
 

Editor &   Nicholas Beck  10447 124 Street, Edmonton, AB T5N 1R7 
Journal Production     (780) 474-7447  
     pheonix_nicholas@hotmail.com 
 

Membership, Martin Urquhart  C/O 3048 Parkdale Blvd NW, Calgary,  
Advertising,     T5N 5B3 (587) 888-7704 or (403) 764-0348 
Swap & Shop    mccofc@shaw.ca 
 

Ribbon Bank Doug Styles  15223 79A Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5R 3H3 
     (780) 483-7985 dstyles@shaw.ca 
 
Honours & Awards Doug Styles   15223 79A Avenue Edmonton, AB T5R 3H3       
Chairman     (780) 483-7985 dstyles@shaw.ca 



2               Military Collectors’ Club of Canada Winter Issue 2020                        

 

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 

 
Executive Members …………………………………………………………………………….1 
 
Roster Updates………….…………………………………………………………………..…..3 
 
Editor’s Report …………………………..…..……………………………………………..…..4 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Report …………………………………………………………………. 5 
 

…………………………………………………………………………….…... 6 
 
Recent News ………………………………………………………………………………….... 7 
 
Letters to the Editor…………………………………………………………………………….7 
 
Convention Minutes and Reports……………………………………………………….…...8 
 
Convention 2009 Photos……………………………………………………………………..15 
 
A Change in the Merit Bar Regulations……………………………………………………17 
 
Upcoming sale of Shankland’s Victoria Cross…………………………………….….….19 
 
Robert Shankland VC DCM…………………………………………………………….…….22 
 
Piecing Together The Past……………………………………………………………….…..24 
 
King of the Pimple – Brigadier-General Edward Hilliam (Part 2) ………………….….27 
 
Military Matters …………………………………………………………………………….….42 
 
Coming Events…………………………………………………………………………..……..43 
 
Swap and Shop…………………………………………………………………………….…..44 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE: RE 2009 MEMBERSHIP RATES 
 

   1 Year  2 Years 
In Canada  $25.00  $45.00      In Canadian Dollars 
In USA   $25.00  $45.00  In USA Dollars 
Overseas   $30.00  $55.00  In Canadian Dollars 
 
Membership runs January 1st through December 31st with dues payable to the Secretary/
Treasurer. 

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 

 
Executive Members …………………………………………………………………………….1 
 
Roster Updates………….…………………………………………………………………..…..3 
 
Editor’s Report …………………………..…..……………………………………………..…..4 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Report …………………………………………………………………. 5 
 

…………………………………………………………………………….…... 6 
 
Recent News ………………………………………………………………………………….... 7 
 
Letters to the Editor…………………………………………………………………………….7 
 
Convention Minutes and Reports……………………………………………………….…...8 
 
Convention 2009 Photos……………………………………………………………………..15 
 
A Change in the Merit Bar Regulations……………………………………………………17 
 
Upcoming sale of Shankland’s Victoria Cross…………………………………….….….19 
 
Robert Shankland VC DCM…………………………………………………………….…….22 
 
Piecing Together The Past……………………………………………………………….…..24 
 
King of the Pimple – Brigadier-General Edward Hilliam (Part 2) ………………….….27 
 
Military Matters …………………………………………………………………………….….42 
 
Coming Events…………………………………………………………………………..……..43 
 
Swap and Shop…………………………………………………………………………….…..44 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE: RE 2009 MEMBERSHIP RATES 
 

   1 Year  2 Years 
In Canada  $25.00  $45.00      In Canadian Dollars 
In USA   $25.00  $45.00  In USA Dollars 
Overseas   $30.00  $55.00  In Canadian Dollars 
 
Membership runs January 1st through December 31st with dues payable to the Secretary/
Treasurer. 

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 

 
Executive Members …………………………………………………………………………….1 
 
Roster Updates………….…………………………………………………………………..…..3 
 
Editor’s Report …………………………..…..……………………………………………..…..4 
 

……………………………………………………………….…..24 
 

………………….….27 
 
Military Matters …………………………………………………………………………….….42 
 
Coming Events…………………………………………………………………………..……..43 
 
Swap and Shop…………………………………………………………………………….…..44 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE: RE 2009 MEMBERSHIP RATES 
 

   1 Year  2 Years 
In Canada  $25.00  $45.00      In Canadian Dollars 
In USA   $25.00  $45.00  In USA Dollars 
Overseas   $30.00  $55.00  In Canadian Dollars 
 
Membership runs January 1st through December 31st with dues payable to the Secretary/
Treasurer. 

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS 
 

Executive Members.…………………………………………………………………………………..1 
 

Roster Updates……………………………………………………………………………………...….3 
 
Erratum - Give Credit Where Credit is Due………………………………………………….3 
 
A Note From The Editor……………………………………………………………………………..3 
 
President’s Message………………………………………………………………………………...4 
 
Secretary Treasurer’s Update…………………………………………………………………...5 
 
The Ross Rifle In Canadian Service……………………………………………………………..7 
 
A History Of The Raiding Support Regiment (E. Squadron)……………………..…21 
 
Chapter Updates………………………………………………………………………………………27 

 
Coming Events……………………………..………………………………………………………….37 
 
Shop & Swap………………………………..………………………………………………………….38 

 
MEMBERSHIP RATES 

   1 Year  2 Years 
In Canada   $25.00  $45.00  In Canadian Dollars 
In USA   $25.00  $45.00  In USA Dollars 
Overseas   $30.00  $55.00  In Canadian Dollars 
 
Membership runs January 1st through December 31st. Renewal and Payment options include: 
online registration at mccofc.ca, Interac E-Transfer to mccofc@shaw.ca or by mail with  
cheque/money order made payable to The Military Collectors’ Club of Canada. 

 
THE JOURNAL 

The Journal of the Military Collectors’ Club of Canada is published quarterly (March, June,  
September and December). Subscriptions are included with membership. 

 
Views expressed by individual authors, unless expressly stated, do not necessarily represent 
those of the M.C.C. of C. Letters to the Editor become property of the M.C.C. of C. and may be 
edited. The contents of the Journal may not be reproduced in whole or part without the written 
consent of the Editor or Club Executive. ISSN: 1195-5031  

mailto:mccofc@shaw.ca


             Military Collectors’ Club of Canada Winter Issue 2020          3 

 

Roster Updates (July 2020) 

New Members 
3571 Anthony Broski, ON 
3572 Piotr Kukialka, AB 
3573 Kale LeMoal, AB 
 
Passed Away 
2653 Robert James “Jim” Hamilton, AB  
 
Congratulations on Receiving the 15 Year Long Service Medal 
3259 Ken Keegan, ON 
 
Congratulations on Receiving a 1st Bar to the 15 Year Long Service Medal 
2157 Wayne Marshall, ON 
2623 John Murdoch, UK 
2769 Jim Kusnick, BC  
 

Erratum - Give Credit Where Credit is Due 
 

I had submitted to the Editor the cover image for the 2020 Fall issue and  
neglected to credit the source. The image was provided by Marway Militaria 
and I would like to acknowledge Jim Domanski and thank Jamie Cline.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Martin Urquhart  

A Note From The Editor 
 

Looks like the 2020 Holiday season is going to be a  
quiet one, hopefully this edition of the Journal finds 
you all in good health and spirits. This edition includes 
some great content I am excited to share with you.  
On behalf of the Club I want to extend a big thank you 
to all of the Club members who answered my call for 
articles, we had over 10 articles submitted for print 
over the course of the year, which is absolutely  
fantastic. Keep up the great work! If you don’t see your article printed in this 
edition, don’t worry, I can only fit so much in one Journal, and I will try to  
publish them in the order I receive them. 
 
Wishing everyone well,  
Nicholas Beck #3432  
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MCC of C President’s Message 
 

If you wait patiently enough, eventually you will reach 
the end of your patience. 
 
A lot of us must be feeling like that right now. Earlier 
this year, most of us adapted quickly to unprecedented 
restrictions on our lives. We could put up with a few 
missed events. Maybe some lost income. For some, the 

opportunity to work from home or just to experience a slower pace may even 
have been welcome, though we might have wished it occurred for a different 
reason. 
 
But things have been dragging on month after month. Nerves have frayed. 
Businesses have failed. Jobs have disappeared. People have died. And just 
when we hear vaccines are close to being ready, we learn that it may be many 
months before most of us will get them, meaning the situation is going to 
drag on even longer. More masking, more restrictions, more businesses failing 
and loved ones dying. 
 
But we have been here before. If we think back to WWI, men rushing off to 
war thought they’d be home by Christmas. Some probably thought the same 
at the start of WWII. And then reality set in. Victory was not months, but 
years away for these previous generations. 
  
The lesson is that we can get through this. Previous generations suffered 
worse for longer, and we have the same DNA as them. But they did it by  
pulling together, sacrificing for each other and reaching out and helping each 
other. So let’s do the same. This year, whatever Christmas may turn out like, it 
will certainly be one we will all remember. When your children or  
grandchildren ask, “what did you do during the pandemic, daddy (or  
mommy)?”, make sure you’ll be proud of your answer. Keep calm and carry 
on. And have a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, or whatever event you 
may celebrate--safely, and even virtually if need be. 
 

President Teri Jane Bryant (#3250) 
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Secretary - Treasurer’s Updates 
 

Secretary’s message 
 
As we are all aware, 2020 has been quite a strange and 
stressful year and I for one will be glad to see it over. I 
miss my friends, fellow Chapter members, shows, sales 
and attending conventions. But better days and good 
times are on the horizon. 
 
So…we shall keep doing what we’ve been doing, trust that we all remain well, 
do no harm to others through our actions, find ways to support health care 
workers as well as each other, be kind to strangers…and yes…hope for better 
days to come. I would like to wish all a Very Merry Christmas and Health,  
Happiness and Enjoyment in what will be a much better year to come.  
 

Club Business Updates 
 
1. 2021 MEMBERSHIPS DUES ARE NOW DUE  
2021 membership renewals are now due. Please check your records to verify 
or check the mailing label on your Journal envelope for your membership  
expiry date.  
 
2. Mailing address and Membership Expiry Date, A reminder 
Please check the mailing label on your Journal envelope for mailing address 
errors and your membership expiry date. Checking the mailing label achieves 
the following: 
 - It helps keep your mailing address information up to date, avoiding 
   Journal mail disruptions. 
 - It helps avoid undelivered mail, return mail and their fees charged 
   to the Club. 
 - It helps a member avoid late payment of dues or payment  
   duplication, and  
 - It helps reduce the time and effort required contacting members 
   whose membership is in arrears. 
 
3. A Reminder - The Journal is available in Digital Format 
The Journal is available in both print and digital formats. If you would prefer 
your Journal emailed to you, contact the Secretary/Treasurer, and request 
your Journal in digital format. Digital Journals are produced and sent to  
members at no cost to the Club. 
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4. A Reminder - Your Swap & Shop Notices are also posted Online 
Swap & Shop Notices appear in both the Journal and on our website. Taking 
advantage of the internet, online notices should help increase your notice’s 
reach.  
  
5. 15-Year Long Service Medals and 10-Year Bars 
All eligible members receive, free of charge, Club long service awards. These 
include the Club’s Long Service Medal for fifteen years continuous service, 
and the Club’s Ten-Year Bar for each additional ten-year period. If you are 
eligible to receive a long service award, submit a request to the  
Secretary/Treasurer. A request is required. 

Members #0001 to #0081 are eligible for their 4th bar  
Members #0082 to #1052 are eligible for their 3rd bar 
Members #1053 to #2089 are eligible for their 2rd bar 
Members #2090 to #2756 are eligible for their 1st bar 
Members #2757 to #3267 are eligible for their 15 YLSM 

WE NEED A WEBSITE MASTER 
The individual needs to have online technical and website maintenance  
experience as the club’s site is both intricate, complicated and evolving.  
Contact us if you, or someone you know, can help. 

Secretary & Treasurer Martin Urquhart (#3406) 
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The Ross Rifle In Canadian Service 
Submitted by John Seim (#3465) 

 
Those who have any interest in collecting military rifles will have some passing 
familiarity with the Ross Rifle, which is commonly regarded as a colossal  
failure, the reasons for which are less-well known.  In my opinion, the Ross 
tells a now-classic tale of the problems that Canada has long faced with  
military procurement and with the development of indigenous design, along 
with the pervasive effect of political interference on the process of equipping 
our forces. 
 
Lessons of the South African War.  Following experience and lessons learned 
during the South African (Boer) War, Canadian military planners impressed 
upon our political leaders that the only way to avoid military subservience to 
Great Britain or supply dependence on the nuances of American politics was 
to develop a domestic capacity to manufacture our own ordnance designs. To 
do so, however, represented the prospect of embarking on endeavours which 
would commonly be seen as non-cost-effective and which removed funds 
from otherwise more politically popular projects. The Canadian government 
has walked that fine line for the last century.  This was never more true than 
in the process of small arms development, where it had been the Canadian 
experience of being at the tail end of British manufacturing priorities and 
whereby, since Confederation, the Canadians had become equipped with a 
series of stop-gap hand-me-downs, or purely obsolescent firearms.  Matters 
were brought to a head when the British Government, fearing a loss of export 
sales, refused to allow the licensed manufacture of the Lee Enfield Rifle in  
Canada at the turn of the twentieth century.   
 
Charles Ross to the Rescue.  In 1903, a Scottish engineer, wealthy Baronet 
and entrepreneur, Sir Charles Ross, provided what appeared to be a palatable 
solution for the government with a revolutionary rifle design, which he was 
also prepared to manufacture in Canada.  This became the Mark I Ross Rifle.  
Ross had pioneered his military design concepts by offering them initially as 
Sporters, or as specialized target shooting arms which were at the  
cutting-edge of bullet and cartridge design.  In the decade or so prior to the 
Great War’s onset, Ross Rifles earned great fame, incorporating a  
Mannlicher-like slick straight-pull action, internal magazine, and chambering 
one of the most-powerful smokeless smallbore cartridges of its day, the “.280 
Ross.”   Prior to the design of this cartridge, throughout the Empire, the .303 
had been considered “the standard” by which smokeless small-bore big game 
cartridges were judged.  
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The Ross Straight-Pull Action with Bolt retracted.  Note, no bolt rotation was  
required to cycle this type of action.  Rails on the bolt meshed smoothly with lug 
raceways on the receiver body to facilitate slick and smooth cycling of the bolt. 

.280 Ross (right) versus .303 British (left),  
demonstrating the significantly greater powder  
capacity of the Ross Cartridge. Ross, an astute  
businessman, was quick to appreciate the potential 
market available in Canada for both sportsmen and 
politicians. 

Ross even designed a rimfire smallbore,  
providing Canada’s fledgling Cadet Movement 
with an affordable .22 rifle, suitable for shooting 
by those having a child’s stature. 

(Above) - Ross Cadet (bottom) versus the full-sized 
Mk. III Military Rifle. 
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The .22 Ross Cadet Rifle also shared a straight-pull bolt design. 

From a hunting rifle perspective, another remarkable feature of the Ross  
design, unlike other British-designed sporters of the era, was the ease with 
which a wide variety of specialty rear sights, including the recently-conceived 
“rifle telescope” could be fit.  This was the result of a flat rear receiver bridge, 
incorporating a dovetail.   

The M-10 .280 Ross Rifle, fit with German Zeiss Rifle Scope.   
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The smoothness of the straight-pull action and the versatility of rear sight 
options were very desirable features that made the Ross an extremely  
popular choice for many knowledgeable shooters in that era just prior to the 
Great War. 

Dominion Rifle Association, Connaught Range Trophy Team, 1912.  The Mark II 
Ross was extremely accurate and was a superior choice in military small bore 

competitions before 1914. 

During the so-called “Cadet Era,” which in Canada began after the Fenian 
Raids and lasted until the beginning of the Great War, it was generally held 
that every young man be a competent natural rifleman as a mark of his  
patriotism.  Numerous smallbore clubs, each with a paramilitary spirit were 
established in universities, high schools and elsewhere in communities across 
the Empire with the intention of training every male citizen to become a good 
rifleman.   
 
The Cadet Rifle also served as an excellent basic military training rifle, given its 
similarity to a full sized equivalent and the relative inexpense of shooting .22 
target versus service rifle-caliber ammunition. 
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So, it’s perhaps no surprise that the powers that be within the Canadian  
government along with the nation’s shooting fraternity became enamoured 
with the Ross/Made-In-Canada service rifle solution. 
 
Political Interference.  It is beyond the scope of this article to describe in  
detail the nature of and role played by Canada’s Minister of War and  Militia 
in the development and deployment of the Ross, a subject extremely  
well documented in Phillips’ book: “The Ross Rifle Story,” and which is a  
cautionary tale about military procurement, well beyond being a  
treasure trove for its technical information.  
 
Suffice it to say, Sam Hughes, a Liberal  
Government patronage recipient, despite an 
undistinguished military career, had been 
thoroughly bitten by “The Ottawa Bug” at the 
time of his appointment to cabinet in 1911.   
Egocentric, charismatic, bombastic, and  
incapable of compromise are all suitable  
descriptors of this man who single-handedly 
sought adoption of the Ross by the Army, 
attempted to dictate design modifications to 
the ordnance board, and who generally  Sir Sam Hughes, Minister of 

Militia and War in 1914. 
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interfered in almost every development phase of the rifle.  Time and time 
again, hard experience has shown that every small arm design requires an 
extensive teething process to be successful, and that numerous technical 
challenges must be resolved before a weapon becomes fully serviceable.  This 
was certainly true for the Lee Enfield, which is perhaps the most successful 
battlefield rifle ever developed, but which had still not been perfected in 
1914, despite its first issuance to the British Army in 1888.  

Accordingly, the Ross Rifle, despite its peacetime attributes, was far from an 
ideal military weapon in the short period between its Canadian adoption in 
1911 and August of 1914, when it was called to function flawlessly in actual 
battlefield conditions.  It was through Hughes’ personal actions and later  
inaction that the rifle would go on to earn perhaps the ignominious public 
reputation that it did. Ross’s original military rifle design would go through 
two basic incarnations between 1910 and 1913, when the Mark III became 
adopted as our military standard.  

The Ross Evolves.   In part, as the result of a series of design features that the 
mercurial Hughes had insisted on, Ross had been forced to make a number of 
ill-considered fundamental changes to the Mark II design, which transformed 
it from an elegant, stripped-down target rifle to a much-strengthened  
battlefield weapon—changes that would make the Ross bear resemblance to 
the SMLE:  extending the magazine to hold ten rounds resulted in it  
protruding from the bottom of the stock, yet without being removable,  
requiring elongation of the left receiver wall magazine cut, which significantly 
weakened the receiver’s rigidity and adversely facilitated bolt rail or  
lug-raceway friction.   The addition a full rear receiver bridge would allow the 
use of stripper clips but would also necessitate lengthening and strengthening 
the receiver, installation of clip guide “ears” to accommodate a loading clip, 
making the receiver even more prone to warpage.  Hughes insisted on the 
adoption of a complex target-style peep sight to the rear bridge, along with 
elimination of the original rear barrel sight--hardly optimal for battlefield use.  

Other receiver changes included to the trigger group, and, most-significantly 
to the bolt design and lockup, which was changed from the lugs locking in the 
6 and 12 positions to 3 and 9 o’clock.   
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Views of the Mark II (top) versus Mark III (bottom) Ross Rifle Receivers 
as seen from the left and bottom sides, respectively. 

In the photos above, note the Mark III receiver’s longer thinner  
sidewalls, with consequent flexible warpage-prone construction.  

Mark III receiver, bolt closed as seen from the top.  Note the “ears” 
and complex adjustable sight installed on the rear receiver bridge. 



14               Military Collectors’ Club of Canada Winter Issue 2020 

The Mark III receiver (top) versus the Mark II Ross receivers as seen 
from the rear.  Note the rear receiver bridge and the relocation of the 
internal locking lugs from 3 and 9 o’clock to 6 and 12 positions in the 

Mark III receiver ring.  The thin bolt rails/lug raceways are also clearly 
shown.  

Other modifications included strengthening and extending the top handguard 
and beefing-up the bottom fore end to accommodate a bayonet lug, which 
was still found to be excessively flimsy in actual battle conditions.  So, the 
sleek and clean design of the Mark II was transformed into the bulky  
sharp-edged Mark 3 under Hughes’ influence.  

Mark II (top) versus Mark III (bottom) profiles. 
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The Ross Rifle Bolt. In order to be successful, a basic infantry rifle design must 
be simple and robust to be properly employed by the most inexperienced of 
hands.  It is just not satisfactory that any design be of use only to a  
highly-trained experienced professional marksman.  

The Bolt, which is the most-critical component of a bolt-action rifle, must be 
easy to disassemble, clean and reassemble without tools, and preferably by 
touch, in the dark even though its design necessitates that a straight-pull bolt 
be more-complex than that of a traditional rotating bolt action. 

When Canada mobilized for war in 1914, there was a drastic shortage of rifles. 
The meant that the Mark III Rifle issue rifle had to be supplemented by some 
8,000 of the earlier Mark II design. Complicating life for the average Infanteer, 
both rifles had complex bolt systems, while the Mark II was also structurally 
and functionally not interchangeable with the later design. The weaknesses in 
the basic Mark III bolt and receiver design also became perhaps the most  
notorious of the failings of the Ross Military Rifle. In the case of the bolt, an 
inexperienced and/or distracted soldier could (albeit with some difficulty) 
reassemble and reinstall a stripped bolt so that the locking lugs of the inner 

Mark III Ross Rifle Bolt stripped for cleaning - hardly a “plumber’s dream”  
Note the locking lugs on the inner bolt assembly, designed to spring into 
battery from the horizontal to six and noon when the bolt was inserted 
back in the receiver.  The rear bolt lug was deformed by rough handling, 

compounding any tendency for the bolt to stick or jam on the receiver rail 
or in the bolt lug raceways. 
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assembly were ninety degrees out of the correct position.  As such, the  
incorrectly-reinstalled bolt would then not mesh with the receiver ring lug 
grooves when the bolt was closed.  When the rifle was fired, the bolt was 
then free to eject straight backwards, into the face of the shooter, with its 
attendant consequences!  This potential reassembly problem only became 
apparent when the rifle was issued to green troops, some of who failed to 
appreciate the fundamental difference between the Mark 2 and 3 bolt  
designs. Fortunately, there were only a tiny number of such mishaps, perhaps 
less than half dozen. Armourers quickly remedied the problem by installing a 
rivet in the bolt sheath that prevented mis-assembly of the stripped bolt.  
However, the seeds of doubt fed by the “rumour mill” about the Ross design 
had been sewn in the minds of those First Division troops posted to Salisbury 
Plain in early 1915, and who, only two months or so before being deployed to 
front-line service, were becoming acquainted with the relative virtues of the 
SMLE by “Tommy Atkins.” No doubt, difficulty with bolt reassembly was at 
least part of the reason why the next series of Ross grievances surfaced—
namely, jamming and action-sticking. The bolt and receiver interface required 
scrupulous regular swabbing as their tight internal tolerances did not permit 
any slackness whatsoever in cleaning and lubrication.  Simply-put, the bolt 
required complete disassembly to function properly in battlefield conditions.  
Any soldier failing to attend to this job regularly was guaranteed to have a 
problem! That the first major action Canadians were employed in was at St. 
Julien, when troops had to fight a desperate battle in filthy, wet conditions, 
AND, while being subjected to the first poison gas attacks in history, only 
served to add to the Ross’s evil front-line reputation. Two other unforeseen 
circumstances were to add to the jamming/action sticking problem; namely, 
out of spec. ammunition and improper attempts to resolve jamming.   
Before the war, Canadian .303 ammunition was of very high quality  
manufacture, holding to rigid specifications.  However, early in the war, 
British munitions were of notoriously poor quality, frequently resulting in 
headspacing problems with casehead separation being a very common  
situation.  As the straight-pull action design lacks the camming effect of the 
turnbolt action, weak extraction becomes a major consequence. So, a  
cartridge case or casehead jammed in the receiver cannot be extracted  
without removing the bolt and then tapping the brass out from the  
muzzle end with a cleaning rod - hardly possible during the heat of battle. The 
Mark 3 Ross Rifle then became nothing more than an impractical club. Frantic 
efforts to remove a stuck bolt required application of much force, such as by 
kicking the bolt handle, or by hammering on the bolt handle with a trench 
tool.  Such unnatural force applications were known to deform the rear lug of 
the internal bolt sleeve or warp the receiver rails, rendering bolt cycling or 
extraction even more difficult. In some cases, the bolt head fractured,  
completely jamming the action. Of course, the problem with faulty  
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ammunition would only be compounded by dirt in an overheated, dry 
action, as might be expected in actual combat conditions. 

Each fault was subject to a remedy—namely to the provision of better  
ammunition, better lubricants and troop training and to the modification of 
the rifle bolt to accept a broader set of ammo tolerances and receiver rail 
dimensions.  In due course, each of these remedies was undertaken. 

Unfortunately for the Ross Rifle, the “pariah” reputation became quickly  
established in the ranks and battlefield conditions saw panicky troops  
discarding their Mark III Ross’s to pick up abandoned British SMLEs. 
Dissention in the ranks ultimately lead to abandonment of the Ross for 
general is-sue, so by the summer of 1915 the Canadian First Division officially 
adopted the Number 1 Mark III SMLE Rifle, which it deployed as numbers 
allowed until the end of hostilities in 1918.  Sir Sam was vehemently opposed 
to the Ross  abandonment, but, by then, his influence on the General Staff 
had been  severely curtailed. 

Requiem for the Ross.  It should be noted that, despite its ignominious start, 
the Ross Rifle remained in Canadian (and Imperial) service until after the end 
of the Second World War.  Following the initial debacle in early trench  
warfare in 1915, and following adoption of a number of field expedient 
measures to correct its early problems, the Ross remained Canada’s sniper 
rifle of choice for many years.  I emphasize that knowledgeable skilled  
riflemen did not abandon their Mark III rifles, which were the rifle of choice 
for Canada’s snipers, who were specifically-trained to use the Ross’s  
extraordinary accuracy to the best advantage.  Fitted with the American Warn 
and Swasey optical sighting device, they gained a fearsome reputation 
amongst the Germans, and a number of Canadian snipers became famous. 

The Mk. III Ross Sniping Rifle.  Note the cut-down stock and the Warn and 
Swasey optical sight: 



18               Military Collectors’ Club of Canada Winter Issue 2020                        

 

Sniper training at Aldershot, late in the war.  Note the man on bottom left  
holding a Ross Rifle. 

Canadian Sniper with the Mk III Ross Rifle, Camp Borden, early WW2. 

Following the Armistice, many of the Mark III Ross Rifles were modified, and 
placed in strategic reserve, where they went on to serve in the Second World 
War as sniper rifles, as second-line arms for the Canadian Rangers and POW 
Guards, and as issue arms on RCN ships, where they served until after the end 
of hostilities in 1945. 
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POW Camp Guards, somewhere in Western Canada, 1945, equipped with Mark 
III Ross Rifles.  Many of these men had served during the Great War and so were 

very familiar with the Ross Rifle and its particular ways. 

RCN Ship’s Company parading with the Ross, VE Day, Halifax, in 1945. 

Perhaps the longest-serving Ross Rifles were those issued to HMS Canada in 
1914.  This ship went on to be sold to Chile in 1921, where she and her ship’s 
Ross rifle issue were to serve until 1956. 
 
Final Military Role of the Ross Rifle. Despite spending hundreds of millions of 
dollars on new defence spending initiatives in World War Two, the  
ever-parsimonious Post-Depression MacKenzie King Defense Procurements 
Board did not waste any ordnance left over from the Great War, and so 
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armed Canada’s First Tank, the Ram, with surplus-to-requirements Ross-Rifle 
Receiver-fired Smoke Grenade Projectors: 

In 1941, the First Ram Tanks were equipped with smoke grenade launchers  
derived from Ross Mark IIIs.  These were also able to fire a Number 36  

Fragmentation Grenade--the recoil would have been prohibitive if hand-held!  
Note the trigger and rear-trigger guard modifications to permit indirect 

mounting and firing by lanyard. 

No doubt, there are many lessons to have been learned from the Canadian 
military’s experience with the Ross Rifle.  Most of these lessons remain  
pertinent as regards current procurement.  And yet, political ineptness  
continues to mire defense strategy, including the development and  
procurement of new made-in-Canada equipment, ranging from raincoats to 
aircraft to naval ordnance.  It appears that few in government recall or heed 
the lessons of history and that failing is truly a consistent aspect of our  
national heritage! 
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A History Of The Raiding Support Regiment  
(E. Squadron) 

By Capt. H. Boddington, C.D.  

Foreword: Harry Boddington, brother of Club Founder and past Editor Jack 
Boddington, served in the British Army and the Canadian Army, culminating 
his service as the Commanding Officer of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light 
Infantry Cadet Corps, Greisbach, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. This article was 
written by Harry but was submitted by past member Wayne Logus.  
 
The Raiding Support Regiment (RSR) was one of the many special service units 
formed during the Second World War. This particular unit was formed in 
North Africa in 1942 and was actually an offshoot of another special service 
unit, the “Special Air Service” (SAS). The object of this Regiment was to  
provide partisan elements with supporting and comparatively heavily armed 
units. 
 
In its early days the Regiment was used mainly as raiding forces at the time of 
desert warfare. Its real history as an independent unit actually started after 
the Allied Armies had landed in Italy.  
 
The personnel of the unit were entirely volunteers. These volunteers were 
drawn from many varied allied nationals. The bulk of the unit was made up of 
Rhodesians, South Africans and British. As a matter of interest, the Regiment 
was adopted by the City of Johannesburg in 1943. Its Commanding Officer 
(C.O.) was a South African and the Second in Command was a Rhodesian.  
 
The RSR consisted of five squadrons and a regimental head-quarters. These 
squadrons were armed with different supporting weapons. “A” Squadron  
armament consisted of .50 Vickers heavy machine guns. These guns were 
mounted on Jeeps. “B” Squadron was armed with three inch mortars and “C” 
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Squadron of the Regiment; which was armed with 75mm Howitzers and  
consisted of three, four gun batteries. 
 
The 75mm Howitzer was chosen because of its adaptability in mountain  
warfare and the fact that it could be broken down into several readily  
assembled pieces which could be dropped from aircraft by parachute  
cannisters.  
 
The RSR was a part of the Second Special Service Brigade. This was a  
composite brigade; other units belonging to it were the 111th Field Artillery 
Battery, armed with 25 pounders and anti-aircraft guns. However, these guns 
were used solely as field artillery and anti-tank weapons. In the brigade there 
was also a Mountain Battalion of Highland Light Infantry and several other 
small special service units.  
 
Owing to the independent nature of these organizations, the brigade never 
did operate as a complete army unit. As a matter of fact, the Raiding Support 
Regiment never operated as a combined unit but rather as independent 
batteries being used wherever the need arose.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The cap badge of the Raiding Support Regiment depicts a winged gauntlet 
drawing a hand from a cassilated structure. The cassilated structure signifies 
occupied countries, the small hand signifies the occupants of those countries 
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and the winged gauntlet is of course the RSR bringing relief to the inhabitants. 
When the regiment was first formed, this badge was worn on a rather  
distinctive chocolate coloured beret. However, as the war progressed,  
chocolate coloured berets were hard to come by and so this was changed to a 
beige colour. The motto of the unit which surrounds the cap badge is a Bible 
quotation “Quit you like men”. The headquarters of the Regiment were  
established at Bari in Southern Italy. This area was also used as a rest camp 
for the different units or the brigade as they returned from their various  
endeavours in occupied countries. The Squadron headquarters was on the 
Island of Viz, one of the Dalmatian group, lying off the Yugoslav coast.  
Marshall Tito had his personal headquarters on this island for a time.  
 
All Regiment personnel were qualified parachutist and trained in mountain 
warfare and the handling of small boats. These ranged all the way from  
kayaks to power operated units. Landings from motor torpedo boats (MTB) 
and landing craft infantry (LCI) also formed a large part of the training.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Theatres of operation in which the unit saw action were the Dalmatian  
Islands, Yugoslavia, Greece and Albania. Some examples of the type of  
operations: The first operations were series of island hops up the  
Yugoslavian coast and through the Dalmatian Islands. These were carried out 
in conjunction with the Yugoslav partisan units and it wasn’t too long before 
the partisans established complete control of this chain of islands. The  
Regiment took part in the capture of the Greek island, Corfu and in landings in 
Albania. Elements of the Regiment operated throughout the war with guerilla 
units in Greece and other elements of the unit operated with guerilla  
elements in Yugoslavia and Albania and took part in several airdrops in the  
Balkans.  
 

Harry’s Bari-issued para qualifications wing, circa 1944 
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At times, the action in Yugoslavia took a very confused nature. We worked 
mostly with the partisans, sometimes with the Chetniks and always 
against the Ustashi, a group of Axis - supporting Yugoslavians. 

 

As hostilities in Europe approached a climax, the presence of the RSR in 
Yugoslavia was deemed to be politically undesirable and we were ordered 
back to ‘civilization’. (see “Editor’s note” at the article end) 

 

After the peace in Europe, the Regiment was stationed at Zara, which is a 
coastal city in Yugoslavia, south of Trieste. We remained in Zara under 
allied military control acting as occupation forces for several months and 
then handed over control of this city to the Yugoslavs and the unit  

returned to Italy.  

 

The war in the Far East was still going on and it was the desire of the allied 
command to send the Regiment to the Far East as a complete unit. This 
was to be done on a volunteer basis. The bait was that every member of 
our unit would get 28 days home leave. The catch was that by this time 
most personnel had received a tentative demobilization date and this  

demobilization date would have to be deferred for 12 months. The 
thought of 28 days home leave won out. Almost all members of the unit 
signed a deferment of their release and we were sent to our various  

countries on 28 days home leave. The British section were to rendezvous 
at Harrogate in Yorkshire which was at that time an Airborne Regimental 
Depot, this was of course after the 28 days leave was complete. From 
there we were to be shipped to a regimental staging area in India.  

 

This went off well except that as our leaves ended, so did the war in the 
Far East. So we remained at Harrogate for several days until it was  

decided what we should do. The decision finally came and this consisted 
of a choice for the unit personnel. First of all, they could retain their  

deferment of release and be transferred as instructors and Senior N.C.O. ’s 
or Officers for the 10th Airborne Battalion which at that time was just  

being formed. This Battalion, incidentally, later saw service in Palestine, 
now Israel, and had a rather rough time of it there.  

 

The second choice was to cancel the deferment and the regimental  

personnel would be employed in the various demobilization units which at 
that time were springing up all over Britain. Most of us, needless to say, 
chose the second course and so the Raiding Support Regiment was  

officially disbanded and its short, but exciting and turbulent history, came  

to a close. It is interesting to note that, during the entire history of the 
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RSR all personnel were paid and administered on impress accounts of 
their original unit, and this evidently was the case in many similar small 
special service units that were born during the war and died at its  

conclusion. 

 
*Original Editor’s Note from 1966 (Jack Boddington at the time):  
 
: An interesting episode is described in a letter from Harry Boddington  
regarding exactly how he, as an R.S.R. member, made his way out of the  
Balkans:  
 
“…following one of the larger partisan disasters, the unit was broken up and directed to 
make their own way out to the north, in small groups of three or four. North of Belgrade, 
near the Bulgarian border, after about a month in the mountains living off plunder, booty and 
loot my group were captured by the Bulgarian forces, finally arriving at a makeshift  
prisoner of war camp on the outskirts of Sofia. The guards were the sloppiest, most 
unenthusiastic bastards we ever saw and whilst being transferred to still another camp,  
myself and three of my buddies simply walked away - the most uninspiring 'escape' of the 
war. 
 
We wandered north-east for about a week when we were picked up by the forward  
elements of the advancing Soviet forces who, regarding us with unprecedented suspicion, 
promptly threw us, their gallant allies, into the smelliest jail you ever saw. Apparently they 
did not believe our story because they said that the Bulgarians couldn't catch cold, much 
less British troops. They were finally convinced and, after capturing Sofia, flew us back 
to southern Italy where we rejoined our units." 

My Note: 

This article originally appeared in the MCCoC Journal over 50 years ago.  
The reader should recognize that this narrative relates to Harry ’s  

recollections in 1966 and may not completely jive with current 
knowledge as reflected by others.  In some cases, I have made some 
small edits and corrections to the text to adjust for this.  Most notable 
is that it is currently recognized there were five Batteries of the RSR  

(A through E).  Harry had initially written that there were only four  

(A through D).  Harry also referred to these different units as 
“Squadrons” whereas the generally accepted term is now “Battery”. 
For more on the RSR, the reader is referred to the newly created web 
page, http://www.raidingsupportregiment.com/ 

 

Wayne Logus  



26               Military Collectors’ Club of Canada Winter Issue 2020                        

 

Captain Harry  
Boddington, C L J 

1923-2020 
 

Captain Harry Boddington passed away 
peacefully at the Kipnes Centre for  
Veterans on May 16, 2020. Harry was 
predeceased by his beloved wife Joan in 
2010, and his brother Jack, in 2016. Harry 
leaves behind his loving daughter Thelma 
Kellogg and her daughter Karin, his son 
Steven, Daughter in law, Debby and their 
3 grandchildren, Kate (Paul) and Meg 
(Jeff); 2 nieces and 2 nephews. Harry’s 
ashes were scattered next to his late  
loving wife at Mount Pleasant Cemetery. 

 
Harry Boddington was born in Oldham, Lancashire, England in 1923 and  
enlisted in the British Army during the 1939-45 war, serving initially with the 
Royal Welch Fusiliers and then with the Lancashire Fusiliers in North Africa 
and Italy. 
 
After being wounded in Italy he volunteered for the Raiding Support Regiment 
and served in Albania, Yugoslavia, Greece, and Bulgaria with French, American 
and Rhodesian composite units, spending considerable time with the Yugosla-
vian partisans under Josef Broz (Marshal Tito).  
 
Following the war he left the army and became a Police Constable in the City 
of Stockport (Lancashire) Police Force, obtaining whilst in training, in 1946, 
proficiency awards of the Royal Life Saving Society.  
 
In 1952 he immigrated to Canada and served for some years with the  
Canadian Army Militia - Royal Canadian Engineers, based in Calgary, Alberta.  
 
Moving to Edmonton, Alberta, he became variously the Commanding Officer 
of an Army Cadet Unit with the rank of Captain; Divisional Superintendent of 
the Special Rescue Division of the Saint John Ambulance Brigade and  
President of Alberta and Territories Branch of the Royal Life Saving Society 
Canada. 
 
He was admitted to the Military and Hospitaler Order of Saint Lazarus of  
Jerusalem in 1976 and promoted to the grade of Commander in 1979.    
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The Calgary Chapter Update 
Submitted by Martin Urquhart (#3406) 

 
The Military Collectors’ Club of Canada - Calgary Chapter is a registered  
Non-Profit Society, as per the Alberta Societies Act, effective January 30, 
2018. 
 
Musters are normally held on the first Sunday of the month in the 1918 Tap & 
Table Restaurant at Royal Canadian Legion Branch 246 (Kensington Road 
Legion) which has graciously provided a meeting venue for our monthly  
musters. 
Currently and while COVID-19 gathering restriction remain in place, our  
Musters are conducted online via Zoom. 
 

Calgary Chapter 2021 Executive Election 
 

The Calgary Chapter’s 2021 executive election process commenced in  
November 2020. A call for Nominations was conducted, three nominations 
were received, no position was contested hence no balloting was not   
required. The nominees were acclaimed as follows: 
 

Chairman - Kevin Dooley, Vice Chairman - Teri Bryant and  
Secretary/Treasurer - Martin Urquhart 

 
Calgary Chapter Musters October 4 and November 1, 2020 

 

With the Alberta Government’s Health Services COVID-19 pandemic gathering 
restrictions still in place, the Calgary Chapter continued Mustering online, 
conducting musters October 4 and November 1, 2020 and will continue to 
muster monthly online, until such a time when we can meet in person. A total 
of 11 members now participate. 
 
Zoom Muster Business Meetings and Show & Tell segments are recorded, 
copied, and emailed to the Chapter’s membership to the benefit of those 
members who could not or have yet to participate . 
 
Muster Show and Tell highlights from October 4, 2020 include the following: 
 

Martin Urquhart: Discussed Pvt. William E. Baldwin, 330 Infantry Reg., 83rd 
Infantry Div., KIA July 27, 1944 near Carentan, France. Showed a selection of 
personal papers including the Western Union Telegram notice of death  
delivered to his wife Florence. Discussed the National Museum of the US 
Army’s opening and the Army Historical Foundation’s Path of Remembrance  
Commemorative Brick program. 
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Pvt. William Baldwin - Telegram notice of death delivered to his wife Florence - 
US Army Historical Society mini replica commemoration brick 

Henry Low: Showed and discussed the Japanese Type 89 Grenade Launcher, 
inaccurately and colloquially known as a “Knee Mortar”. 

Japanese Type 89 Mortar c/w case, Type 91 and Type 89 rounds - Type 91  
Fragmentation grenade and two Type 89 50mm High Explosive 

Henry Stevens: Showed and discussed a No.4 Mk. I Enfield rifle marked MP 
for the Royal Canadian Mounted police. 

   No.4 Mk. IV Enfield Long Branch rifle with 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police marking MP. 
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Teri Bryant: Showed and discussed a selection of Japanese WWII-era artillery 
shells. From left to right, 70mm for the tiny Type 92 Gun, 47mm tank/ 
anti-tank, 150mm howitzer,  75mm for Type 41 mountain gun with Japanese 
and Korean-War Chinese variants (75mm for Type 38 field gun behind), 75mm 
projectiles including an exploded one made into hand-painted trench art  
commemorating a Japanese artilleryman’s completion of service. Foreground 
shows small and large screw-in primers along with U.S. wrench for removing 
same. 

Japanese artillery shell casings, rounds, trench art exploded 
round, primers and a US primer wrench. 

James Baldwin: Showed and discussed a wooden “Spring Box” one-handed 
cigarette case, made in Japan and engraved with the cap badge of the Lord 
Strathcona’s Horses, Korean War/Post war and a pair of WWI period leather 
Cavalry leggings ( Canadian/US?). 

Wooden “Spring Box” cigarette case engraved with Lord Strathcona’s Horse 
badge and WW1 period leather Mounted leggings. 
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Show and Tell highlights from November 1, 2020 include the following: 
 
Rod Grigor.: Showed and discussed Japanese Army Identification tags. 

A selection of WWII Japanese Military identification tags and keys for their 
interpretation. 

James Baldwin.: Showed and discussed the US WW2 Airborne Griswold bag 
“Container, Individual Aerial Delivery Rifle” designed for Paratroopers to carry 
a disassembled M1 Garand, M1 Carbine or Thompson SMG. 

Griswold bag information and a D-Day image of a US 82nd Airborne stick  
carrying Griswold bags to their assigned aircraft. 

Henry Stevens.: Showed and discussed a Morse code practise keyboard 
marked Wilson Manufacturing Co. Toronto, Ontario, used by students at a 
RCAF Wireless School during WWII and his pandemic downtime related  
project, to re-learn Morse code. 

RCAF Wireless School practice keyboard,  
Wilson Manufacturing Co. Toroto, ON.  
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Martin Urquhart: Showed and discussed Calgary’s Remembrance “Field of 
Crosses”. 

Calgary’s Field of Crosses Project aerial of Memorial Drive location. Closeup of 
cross markers that are laid out alphabetically. 

Teri Bryant: Showed and discussed a selection of Japanese WWII-era  
canteens and mess kits. 

A selection of WWII Japanese military canteens and mess kits. 
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Southern Alberta Chapter Update 
Submitted by Gary Gibson #3472 

 

The members of the Southern Alberta Chapter have been busy with regular 
meetings and once again organizational meetings in preparation for the 2021 
Military Collectors’ Club of Canada Convention which is anticipated to be held 
in conjunction with the AACCA Easter Gun Show. As we are all aware the 
COVID situation continues to play havoc on the planning of any event across 
the country. At this time our Chapter feels we must continue to look at  
possibilities and options for the Convention. It is obviously hard to anticipate 
what will happen with the AACCA Show because of the impact COVID has had 
on the Calgary Stampede Board and how it will affect the Easter Gun Show 
plans. Although the AACCA is working hard to get the necessary  
authorizations and contractual requirements met, it is difficult to anticipate 
what may happen.  As a result, we have had some informal discussions with 
Martin Urquhart and Teri Jane Bryant regarding an option of having a small 
“Show” with the MCC of C Convention Dinner and Auction. This would only 
happen if the AACCA Easter Gun Show is cancelled. We are hoping to have an 
email sent to all members of the MCC of C in order to get some indication of 
what support the membership would be prepared to offer should a smaller 
show be feasible.  It would be planned for the Easter weekend with the same 
dates that would have been used by the AACA for the Easter Gun show,  
assuming their Show is cancelled. Generally we are looking for feedback on 
having about 35 tables at the same venue as the Convention Dinner for Friday 
and Saturday. We think it is very important to host the Convention and would 
like emphasis on the social aspect of our MCC of C members getting together. 
This would give us an opportunity to meet with other Club and Chapter  
members to get to know each other and at the same time have our awards 
banquet and display our collections. It is extremely important that we get 
everyone to respond immediately to the email so we can incorporate your 
suggestions and see if we have a viable option in the event the Gun Show is 
cancelled.  
 

Our Chapter meetings have been well attended considering we have been 
limited to 10 people at the meeting room of the Military Museums of Calgary. 
The meetings are held regularly on the third Sunday of the month and start at 
1:00 PM. At our October meeting we were very pleased to make a cheque 
presentation to the Royal Canadian Legion Centennial Branch #285. They have 
graciously allowed us to have several organizing committee meetings at their 
venue and we have been able to show our strong support by making a 
$250.00 donation to the Branch. The cheque presentation was made at our 
October meeting and the President of the Royal Canadian Legion Centennial 
Branch #285 P.Y. (Dusty) Rhodes, CD accepted the cheque on behalf of their 
Branch. 
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The Southern Alberta Chapter is looking forward to the Convention and  
expects to be able to confirm all aspects of the Convention which will be  
included in the Spring Journal.  In the mean time we would like to wish  
everyone good health and hope that everyone stays safe during these  
unprecedented times. 
 
Show and Tell September 20, 2020 
 
Alan Mackenzie: Uniforms of the British South Africa Police 
Alan gave a presentation regarding various uniforms and equipment that he 
wore as a member of the BSAP in what prior to 1980 was known as Rhodesia 
and is now Zimbabwe. Some of the highlights were the fact that they were 
from the Operational and Rural Areas. The uniforms were often worn for 
different reasons. The Rural Area police uniform consisted of a grey/blue  
colored shirt with shorts or a camo colored uniform. At times a combination 
of the two uniforms would be worn. What was very interesting was that the 
camo uniform was often not popular to wear because it was similar to a  
soldier’s uniform and at the time could quite possibly be subjected to  
violence, assault or worse. This is not what most people would expect,  
however the result was that the grey/blue shirt was preferred because it  
created “less of a target”. Alan also provided information on the various  
firearms carried and available at the time accompanied by numerous  

photographs which added to his presentation. 

 
Bob Robins: Trench Art / Calgary Police Service Badges 
Bob displayed several unique pieces of “trench art” from WWI.  As  
photographed the first is a shell case lighter with a cap; the second is a piece 
of shrapnel from Eastern France where 14,000 French were killed in one 
battle in the area. It has an engraved blade attached. Letter openers and 
blades shown were also made from shell casings which were flattened out.  
These artifacts were made some time between 1914-1919. The various  
badges were also included on the shell casings which with the detail and  
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design made them very impressive items. The casing with a long hook on it 
was made for tightening boot laces. Bob also showed a set of Cap Badges for 
the Calgary Police Service which were made to commemorate 135 years of 
service to the citizens of Calgary. The significance of the three badges is the 
joining of the town police forces, Forest Lawn (1961), Montgomery (1963), 
and Bowness (1964) which all became part of the Calgary Police Service.  On 
the back of each badge shown is a Calgary Police Service current badge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Teri Jane Bryant: Bren Gun “Mark 1” tripod 
Teri gave an awesome presentation of the Bren Gun tripod which included a  
description of the gun, how it could be assembled for regular action as well as 
how it could be assembled as an “anti-aircraft gun”. The Bren Guns were  
principal weapons and rifles in the units were considered as support  
weapons. The Bren Gun tripod has straps so the 25 pound unit can be carried 
on a soldier’s back. Basically the Bren Gun tripod could be used with a short 
tripod set up for regular use as the legs are adjustable for the terrain by  
loosening and swinging out the legs to make a tripod. The length of the legs 
could also be extended in height by letting out the legs that are contained 
within each other. This would be used to make a taller tripod which would be 
used for anti-aircraft purposes. There is also a curved piece of metal that 
measures the degrees of traverse, allowing it to be set for night time, fog or 
smoke. It limits the gun to swing side to side only a certain distance which is 
governed in 2 ½ degree increments. It can be set up during the day so it  
swivels side to side in a range that would ensure hitting enemy positions only. 
Teri has obtained the instruction manual for the weapon which has one very 
unique and interesting aspect included. In the manual it specifically states 
that prior to being taught how to improvise with the use of a rifle as a leg the 
soldier must be completely trained on and proficient with the assembly  
techniques of the Bren Gun tripod. Only then are they showed how it can be 
done. One point of the tripod has the same mount as is on a bayonet, so a 
rifle can be put in place of a leg in the event the leg holder is stuck or will not 
function (for example if the tube is damaged and the leg will not slide out). 
The rifle then becomes the third leg of the tripod so it can remain functional. 
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Show and Tell October 20, 2020 
 
Alan Mackenzie: Rhodesian Badges 
Alan gave a presentation regarding his set of Rhodesian Badges which  
included various badges that were used from approximately 1965-1980. It 
was interesting to note that none of the badges had crowns on them showing 
there was no affiliation with the British. He also had examples of the colorful 
“Stable Belts” which were used by the different Army Regiments with each 
one having a distinctive color combination.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bob Robins: “Commemorative Postal Covers 1645 - 1945” 
Bob’s two Commemorative Binders produced by the Kenmore Stamp  
Company in New Hampshire, U.S.A. were very impressive. The binders  
contain what is often referred to as “First Day Covers” and are #172/250  
produced.  The actual envelopes with the description of the stamps are  
exceptional to read.  
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Teri Jane Bryant: “Japanese Cold Weather Clothing”  
Teri brought in some of the cold weather gear used by Japanese soldiers. 
Most of us tend to think of the Japanese soldiers wearing clothing associated 
with the weather in the jungles of the South Pacific and don’t realize that the 
majority of them were fighting or came from areas of Manchuria where the 
weather can be extremely cold. Her presentation included rabbit fur lined 
cold weather gloves with a string between them and a trigger finger which 
could be used whether right or left handed. The second pair of “driving 
gloves” were lined with a type of cotton and had two fingers separated within 
the mitts.  The third item was a Mess Kit Cover which kept food from freezing.  
The mess kit consisted of three sectional pieces divided into the top, bottom 
and tray to allow a 2:1 mix of water to rice. The Troops run a pole through the 
handle and suspend it over a fire in order to cook the food. 

Above: The Southern Alberta Chapter 
presenting a cheque for $250.00 to 
the President of the Centennial 
Branch of the Legion, and Allan  
Mackenzie pointing to the plaque 
which is on the “Friends of the 285 
Centennial Branch of the Royal  
Canadian Legion”. 
 
Right: Close up of the plaque.   
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*****COMING EVENTS***** 

December 2020 
5th  Toronto Military Show, Etobicoke Olympium, 590 Rathburn Road, 
  Toronto,  ON, 8:30AM to 2:00PM www.torontomilitaryshow.com 
  (Angela 416-427-8379 or cmhctoronto@hotmail.com) CANCELED 
6th Orangeville Gun & Militaria Show, Orangeville Fairgrounds, 2km 

East on Hockley Road, 3km North of Hwy 10 & Hwy 9 Junction, 
Orangeville, ON, 7:30AM to 1:00PM. CANCELED  

 (Monica  905-679-8812) CANCELED 
13th Hamilton Military Collectors Society (HMCS), Merritt Hall, 630  
 Trinity Road, Jerseyville, ON, 8:00AM to 12:00 Noon.  
 (Marshall 289-700-6017) CANCELED 
13th Chilliwack HACS Arms Show, Evergreen Hall, 9291 Corbould St., 

Chilliwack, BC 9:00 am – 5:00pm. CANCELED 
 (further information contact Jay 604-835-8864) 
20th Western Gun & Militaria Collectors, Woodstock Fairgrounds, 875 

Nellis St., Woodstock, ON, 7:30AM to 2:00PM.  
 (Monica 905-679-8812) CANCELED 

 
Please visit the following website for up to date information on Canadian Gun 
Shows that may not be listed above and when information becomes available. 

 
www.guntradeshows.ca  
www.cssa-cila.org  
www.calgarygunshow.com  
www.gunshowtrader.com  
www.ontariogunshows.com  
www.hacsbc.ca 
www.viaca.ca  

 
Please let me know if you know of any upcoming events and we will be sure 
to include them. 
 

Terry Wallace #1421 
519-290-0589 
braveheart-militaria@rogers.com 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) and Event Listings  
 

Due to the Coronavirus (COVID-19), there have been, and will continue to 
be, event cancellations. For events you are interested in, participate in or 

that you usually attend, please keep in touch with the event organizers for 
updates and before you leave for a show  

http://www.torontomilitaryshow.com
mailto:cmhctoronto@hotmail.com
http://www.guntradeshows.ca
http://www.cssa-cila.org
http://www.calgarygunshow.com
http://www.gunshowtrader.com
http://www.ontariogunshows.com
http://www.hacbc.ca
http://www.viaca.ca
mailto:braveheart-militaria@rogers.com
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SWAP & SHOP 
 

Want to post a Swap & Shop ad? Simply submit and pay for your ad online or 
e-mail/mail your ad with payment to the Secretary/Treasurer. Cost is $4.00/
issue or $16.00/year. Please make cheque or money order payable to the  
Military Collectors' Club of Canada, include your membership number and 
keep your ad to ten lines or less. 
 
WANTED: 
Corrections, Jail and Prison Shoulder Patches, Canada, US and worldwide. Will 
also consider purchasing Law Enforcement and Military Challenge Coins.  
 
Contact: Arlen Nienhuis #3457 
Email: abnienhuis@gmail.com    (Expires Winter 2020) 
 
WANTED: 
Original Items - Luftwaffe dagger cross guard, 2 Army dagger cross guards, 1 
navy dagger grip and any good parts and pieces of the same.  
 
Contact: Ron Serbin #1149 
Phone: 204-981-4833    (Expires Winter 2020) 
 
FOR SALE:  
I have decided to sell off my militaria vending stock which includes my  
Worldwide Korean War collection.  
 
Contact: Herb Johnson (#H011) 
Phone: 403-549-2210 
Email: herbj33@msn.com     (Expires Winter 2020) 
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WANTED: 
280 Ross Rifle Brass, fired, in box preferred. Makers - R R Co, Winchester,  
Remington, U.S.C.Co. and KYNOCH. Thanks! 
 
Contact: Jim Lockhart 
Ross Rifle Company 
Cell: 204-223-7663, call or text 
Email: rimfire@shaw.ca  
northcote1885@yahoo.com   (Expires Winter 2020) 
 
WANTED: 
RAF Squadron 692 Blazer Crest or Cloth Badge. King and/or Queens crown. 
Thanks! 
 
Contact: David Mildon   #3218 
Phone: 905-898-3558 
Email: 521900skeena@gmail.com   (Expires Winter 2020) 
 
WANTED: 
QSA w/3 bars to 374. Pte. A.J. Stuckey, 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles; WW1 
VM to Capt. A.J. Stuckey; N.W. Rebellion (no bar) to Capt. H Hechler; CAMC 
Nursing Sisters (Great War); Military Mail. Describe/Price/Scans. Thanks! 
 
Contact: Dean Mario 
P.O. Box 342 Station Main 
Saskatoon, SK  S7K 3L3 
Email: northcote1885@yahoo.com   (Expires Summer 2020) 
 
WANTED: 
Ross Rifle(s) & parts including barrels, barrel bands, sights, screws, stocks. All 
makes, years, Military or Commercial. Accoutrements: slings, cases or  
scabbards. RRCO ammo or brass including brass for 280, 303 Brit, 354 Rimless, 
370, 375-303 (Swift) Kings Norton Metal Co. Ltd and USA makers, Union  
Cartridge Co, Remington & Winchester. Empty boxes, manuals or Post photos. 
(advertisements). Bayonet for Mk III marked D.A.438 off HMS Canada later 
Almirante Latorre (Chile). 
 
Contact: James Lockhart #3215 
Cell: 204.223.7663 call or text 
Email: Rimfire@shaw.ca    (Expires Winter 2020) 
 
 

mailto:northcote1885@yahoo.com
mailto:521900skeena@gmail.com
mailto:northcote1885@yahoo.com
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FOR SALE: 
Jeffrey Hoare Auction’s Catalogues with Prices Realized. For what we collect, 
these are an important reference which provided Real Values. Multiple copies 
available. 
 
Contact: Tim Wellstead #3565 
The Book Barn 
86457 Norman Line, R.R. #3, Wingham, ON, N0G 2W0  
Website: www.thebookbarnon86.ca 
Email: twellstead74@@gmail.com   (Expires Winter 2020) 
 
WANTED: 
Waterloo Medal issued to Private Luke Harcourt, 1st Battalion, 27th Regiment 
of Foot. This soldier was wounded at Waterloo and in 1817 was issued his 
medal as well as a land grant of 100 acres near the present-day Orangeville, 
Ontario. The medal came to Ontario but is believed to have been sold over a 
hundred years ago. Any help in locating this medal, whether for sale or not, 
would be greatly appreciated.  
 
Contact: William Harcourt,  
27 Fairway Lane, Guelph, ON, N1E 7A8 
Phone: 519-836-1350,  
Email: flintlockmusket1815@gmail.com   (Expires Summer 2020)  
 
WANTED: 
Quality WW1 & WW2 Prisoner of War/Internee in Canada and Veterans 
Guard of Canada. Ephemera, paper, cloth, wood, metal. Particularly  
handicraft, Veteran Guard names and histories and information relating to 
personnel, camps, occurrences, etc. 
 
Contact: Robert Henderson (# 0566) 
6015-5th Ave., Regina, Sask. S4T-6V4 
306-543-5822 
homefront@sasktel.net    (Expires Winter 2020) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:homefront@sasktel.net
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WANTED:  
US Police, Sheriffs & Fish & Wildlife Law Enforcement badges & shoulder 
patches, original items only. Will purchase from one piece to entire  
collections. 
 
Contact: Dean Tresch (#3352)  
PO Box 30054 Spokane, WA 99223, USA  
militarycollector7711@gmail.com 
509-939-1296     (Expires Winter 2020) 
 
WANTED:  
Afghanistan 1878-80 Medal to 1597 Pte. J. Demsey 1st Manchester Regt.; 
Queen’s South Africa Medal to 2222 3rd Cl Tpr. W.R. Lunniss SAC; QSA to 3445 
C. Sgt. A. J. Fogerty KOYLI; Queen’s Sudan, QSA, KSA to 3437 Pte. W. Smith 
Lincolnshire Regt.; IGS 1895, QSA to 4661 Pte. A. Turner AOC; QSA 197 Pte. H. 
Speller 7th Hussars; QSA KSA 2557 Pte. E. W. Jelley 2/Rifle Brigade; Queen’s 
Sudan, QSA Khedive Sudan Medal Bar: Khartum to 4113 Sgt. E. C. Riley Royal 
Warwickshire Regt.; R. Oliver ASC; India 1848-49 Bar: Bhurtpore 164 Sgt. Mjr. 
D. May 59th Regt. Foot. QSA 9591 Pte. R. Oliver ASC. 
 
Also looking for bars for QSA (singles or multiple bar combinations) 
 
Contact: Doug Styles (#0218) dstyles@shaw.ca  
 15223 79A Avenue Edmonton, AB T5R 3H3  
(780) 483-7985      (Expires Winter 2020) 
 
WANTED: 
RCMP parka, 1960’s-1970’s, black, size X-large, made by Peerless Garment 
Winnipeg. 
White horsehide moccasins sizes 7-8-12-13  
Information on Island watchers & Spotters in the Pacific WWII. 
Information on Canadian & Commonwealth snipers - Who, Where & When 
Manitoba Telephone System trailer caboose, complete with running gear & 
tires. 
 
Contact: Danny Hutch (# 2893) 
482 Arnold Avenue Winnipeg, MB, R3L 0X2 
204-475-7471                                      (Expires Winter 2020) 
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WANTED:  
Canadian Korea Medals. In particular, those with the service # prefix “L” & 
Suffix’s “E” & “H”. 
Also, WWI medals to RCN and RCNVR. 
 
Contact: Dave Mildon (#3218) 
Email: 521900skeena@gmail.com    (Expires Winter 2020) 
 
WANTED: 
12.3 Converted automatic firearms, especially WWII Pacific Theatre related 
guns. 12.3 Chinese-marked Mauser 712 Schnellfeuer, Thompson 1928A1 and 
Japanese 12.3 converted automatics especially sought. Don’t deactivate, sell 
to me to preserve our firearms heritage! Also interested in other Japanese 
militaria and firearms. Can help with identification and translation of Japanese 
items.  
 
Contact: Teri Jane Bryant #3250 
PO Box 72043, RPO Glenmore Landing, Calgary, AB T2V 5H9 
403-289-4229 
Email: tallteri@shaw.ca     (Expires Winter 2021) 
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Bill Treleaven (#3478) 

Have a story to tell?  
Articles Required! 

Submit Your Entry Now! 
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KIT SHOP ITEMS FOR SALE 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Kit shop items can be purchased online via PayPal or ordered by contacting 
the Secretary/Treasurer and submitting payment by cheque or money order 
made payable to the MCC of C. Please add $10.00 to your order to cover the 

cost of postage. Thank You. 
 

 1.  Club Medal (National)   $12.00 
 

 2. Lapel Pins    $6.00 
 

 3. Club Crests    $5.00 
 

4. Bullion Blazer Crest   $10.00 
 

 5. 15 Year LSM (Free to eligible)  $16.00 
 

 6. 10 Year  & Merit Bar (Free to eligible) $5.00 
 

 7. Club Tie    $16.00 
 

 8. Medals & Badges of the MCC of C  $25.00 
 
 
       
 
      
 
 
            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              #1 & #5                                 #2                                     #3  

 
 

 
 

       
 
                  

             #4 & #7                                    #6                                    #8 
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Martin Urquhart (#3406) 
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The Shooting Edge, Calgary (#4381) 
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Doug Johnson (#3081) 
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Kevin Roberts (#3459) 

David Hiorth (#3515) 
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Deadline dates for  

Advertising 

 
Spring Issue: March  
adverts to arrive by February 15 
 
Summer issue: June  
adverts to arrive by May 15 
 
Fall issue: September  
adverts to arrive by August 15 
 
Winter issue: December  
adverts to arrive by November 15 
 
For more info, Contact: 

Martin Urquhart  
(587) 888-7704 or (403) 764-0348 
mccofc@shaw.ca 
 
 
 

YOUR AD HERE! 
MCC of C Canada Journal  

Advertising Rates 

 
Full Page (7 ¼” X 4 ½”) $90.00  
per issue 
Half Page (3 5/8” X 4 ½”) $50.00 per issue 
Quarter Page (3 5/8” X 2 ¼”) $30.00 per issue 
 
Inserts: prices will be quoted on submission of material. 
Discount: If four issues are paid in advance, a 10% discount will be giv-
en. 
 
Contact Martin today: (587) 888-7704 or (403) 764-0348 
mccofc@shaw.ca 
 

All advertisers must be current members of the MCC of C 

Clinton Beck (#3434) 
Nicholas Beck (#3442) 
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RENEWAL / APPLICATION FOR  
MEMBERSHIP - PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

 
 
Name: __________________________________________________ 
Address: __________________________________________________ 
City, Prov. /State, Country: ___________________________________ 
Postal Code/Zip Code: ________________ Phone #:  ______________ 
E-mail: __________________________________________________ 
Interests: ___________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________ 
I am a Collector      ________ / a Dealer ________ or Both ________  
I was a previous member:  No ________ / Yes ________  
I am a current member and my membership # is: _________ 
 
Signature: ___________________________ Dated: ________________ 
 
Do you agree to have your name and information printed in the Journal and/
or Membership Roster - Re. The Privacy Act: Yes ________ No ________ 
How would you like to receive your Journal? Mail ___ E-mail ___ or Both ___ 
 
Membership dues are as follows:  
 
 CANADA $ 25.00/year $ 45.00/2 Years (IN CDN$)  
 USA $ 25.00/year $ 45.00/2 years (IN US$)  
 OVERSEAS $ 30.00/year $ 55.00/2 years (IN CDN$)  
 
Registration and Payment options include: Online Registration at mccofc.ca; 
Interac e-transfer to mccofc@shaw.ca or by mail with cheque/money order 
made payable to The Military Collectors’ Club of Canada. Please complete the 
Form and send with payment to the address below. 
 
Martin Urquhart 
Secretary & Treasurer 
Military Collectors’ Club of Canada 
C/O 3048 Parkdale Blvd NW, Calgary, AB, Canada T2N 5B3  
Phone: (403) 764-0348  
E-mail: mccofc@shaw.ca    
Website: Http://www.mccofc.ca 
 
Questions? Contact Martin Urquhart by phone or email.  

 

mailto:mccofc@shaw.ca
Http://www.mccofc.ca


MCC of C Member (#0711) 



Tanya Ursual (#0780) 




